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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A few thousand 
cans weren’t enough for one Clay High 
sophomore in his effort to help a charity. He 
was shooting for 50,000 by the end of 10th 
grade and he’s already crushed that goal.

Noah Manning, 16, first heard about 
Cans4K9's during his first year of NJROTC. 
The group collected cans to be crushed and 
brought to Cans4K9's, where the money 
from the aluminum, which is eventually 

melted down, is used to purchase vests for 
the service dogs of veterans. When he heard 
about it, he asked what the record was and 
he was told it was about 2,000.

“I said, ‘Challenge accepted,’ and got 
to work,” Manning said. “My family, friends, 
neighborhood...we have so many people 
involved.”

Manning turned in 17,964 cans last year 
and another 18,040 during his first semester 
of his sophomore year. He turned in another 
14,500 on Jan. 11, bringing his total to 
50,504. He plans to slow down eventually, 

Clay High sophomore collects 50,000 cans
but it’s not yet time for that, he said.

“There are days where I look at the 
cans and I’m so unmotivated, but then I 
remember what this is all about and I get 
back to it,” Manning said. “It’s for the bet-
terment of others. What we’re doing with 
these cans is directly benefiting the lives 
of others and that’s what this is about. It’s 
about helping others.”

Manning’s excited grandparents, Kim 
and Ray Lapointe, and his mother, Kandi 
Green, were with him in the back parking 
lot of Clay High recently to help him un-
load the cans, and they talked about how 

AttitudeAttitude
Can Do Can Do 

Manning buys vests for service dogs

SEE CANS, 3
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Clay High sophomore Noah Manning collected 50,000 cans to buy vests for service dogs.

proud he makes them.
“I remember when he came home 

and told me that he wanted to break the 
record,” Green said. “It was a challenge 
accepted moment and we all got to work 
getting as many people involved as we 
could.”

“It’s been a big family and neighbor-
hood adventure. My husband is a teamster 
[International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
Local Union 947] and they’ve been donat-
ing too so they drive to local breweries 
and local liquor stores, and then Island 
Dentistry [Green’s workplace[...has seen a 
lot of people bringing cans in as well.”

Green said the Lake Asbury NextDoor 
and SwipSwap pages online have been 
effective tools at acquiring more cans. She 
said there are eight families that donate 
to Manning now because of those pages. 

Cans 
from page 2

Green said once the news got out, her 
phone was constantly ringing with people 
asking to get involved and help.

Manning’s grandparents drive around 
with bags to give to people so they can 
bag their cans and then they return at later 
dates to pick the cans up, which is part 
of their contribution to the larger Man-
ning-Can effort.

The cans have raised over $240 to go 
toward purchasing vests for service dogs 
for veterans and despite spending the 
afternoon moving more than 14,000 cans 
to the NJROTC Clay High portable, after 
having spent months manually crushing 
all of the cans and breaking a few can 
crusher machines in the process, Manning 
is already excited about filling his grandfa-
ther’s trailer up with more bags of cans.

“I might slow down one day, but I 
don’t see that happening anytime soon,” 
Manning said.
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Tools 4 Clay store opens for teachers 
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – The wallets of teachers in 
the school district will remain a little fatter 
this year thanks to a new shop at Orange 
Park Junior High.

The Clay Education Foundation cut 
the ribbon for its new Tools 4 Clay Schools 
shop at the school on Jan. 4, and it will 
be a new supply depot for any and all 
teachers in the district. Teachers were very 
excited to see what was in store for them.

“This is so fantastic,” Clay High teacher 
Victoria Gallagher.

A portable on the OPJH campus is 
referred to as the Tools 4 Clay Schools 
store, but it’s really not much of a store. 
That’s because all of the supplies inside are 
free to teachers. Clay Education Founda-
tion executive director Makayla Buchanan 
said thanks to the help of the foundation’s 
many partnerships with businesses like 
Office Depot, The Bailey Group and many 
other local businesses and organizations 
that donate school supplies to the founda-
tion and offer discounted bulk pricing to 
it as well.

The State of Florida’s matching dollar 
program allows the foundation to double 
all of the donations that come in by 100%.

Buchanan said the store is a long time 
coming for the district. She was hired two 
years ago and the foundation held a pop-
up shop once a year right before teachers 
and students went back to school. Two 
were held the following year and now 

 Teachers around the district will be able to schedule free shopping trips in the new Tools 4 Clay Schools supplies store at Orange Park Junior High. 

Buy a gift subscription of the Clay Today for a family member or friend and receive a
$10 savings. That’s 52 weeks, of the Clay Today delivered on Thursdays for $24. 

Gift  Subscriptions 

Call Martha 904-244-3200 or martha@opcfla.com 
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Teachers cut the ribbon on the new Tools 4 Clay store that provides school supplies for no charge to local educators.

2021 brings a permanent location for the 
teachers of Clay County.

“The school district donated the por-
table to us last Spring and our goal was to 
have this open for back-to-school but ob-
viously with COVID-19, things happened 
differently and we did a big drive-thru 
store instead,” Buchanan said. “But since 
then, we’ve been outfitting it with all the 
shelving and getting it ready to 
go for today when teachers 
arrive for the first time ever.”

Teachers are able to 
sign-in to the store’s web-
site online and it’s there 
that they schedule a time 
they want to shop. The 
store won’t be open ev-
ery day, but teachers will 
be notified of the days it 
is open through internal 
communication.

Buchanan said the 
store already is burst-
ing at the seams with 
supplies and that the 
foundation is looking for 
an even bigger location 
in the future be it an ad-
ditional portable in the 
district or a larger, more 
central building. The 
portable at OPJH is filled 
from floor to ceiling with 
scissors, notebooks, pa-

per, pens, pencils and so much more and 
the first two educators to enter it, Gallagh-
er and teacher assistant Sherry Hamilton, 
were excited for their first shopping trip in 
the store.

“We pay for a lot of things out of pock-
et,” Gallagher said, touching on the reality 
that is teaching. “I’m so happy, just so very 

hap- py, about this new store. It’s a 
really fantastic thing.”

Hamilton said her 
teaching background 
lies in Virginia and that 
she’s never heard of 
anything like this.

“It makes me feel 
really good about my 
first year doing this in 
Florida,” she said.

Superintendent 
David Broskie helped 
Buchanan and the 
others with the store’s 
ribbon cutting and he 
said it was an honor.

“Many thanks to 
the Foundation and 
their leadership on this 
project, and The Bailey 
Group and our other 
various partners,” Broskie 
said. “There’s no doubt 
that teachers spend 
money all the time on 
their students and so 

the idea that we could provide this for 
our teachers, who you know then are just 
simply giving that to the students of our 
district, is a very proud moment for our 

district.”
“This is a great school and this is a great 

opportunity for our teachers and ultimate-
ly, the students of Clay County,” he said.
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All those willing to help cheerleaders stand up and holler!
Local group raising money 
to attending national 
championships in New Orleans

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

OAKLEAF – There’s a cheerleading team in 
Clay County’s backyard with world class 
caliber and they need help getting to a 
national championship in New Orleans.

The Oakleaf Sports Association’s team 
received a full-paid bid to 
compete at The One Cham-
pionships in New 
Orleans, which is 
one of the largest 
cheerleading 
competitions 
in the country. 
Their ability 
to compete 
is covered by 
the bid, but it 
doesn’t cover 
all of the costs.

“People 
compete from 
all over the world,” 
association director 
Ashley Levy said. “It’s a very 

prestigious thing, especially for us, and 
it’s amazing that they got this bid, but it 
covers $365 per athlete and that cost does 
not cover all of the lodging and transpor-
tation costs.”

Levy said the team has been working 
hard to raise funds for the trip, but she 
said the COVID-19 pandemic has made 
things difficult. The girls can’t stand in 
front of Publix, asking for help from the 
local shoppers. They’ve tried asking local 

businesses for sponsorships and 
donations, but many of 

those businesses 
are struggling this 

year more 
than ever as 

well.
Makay-

la Mott 
and 

STAFF PHOTOS BY WESLEY LEBLANC

The Oakleaf Sports Association Cheerleading team has been practicing in all weather, at all times, in 
preparation for The One national championship in New Orleans and the team needs Clay County’s help 
to afford the trip.

Kayla Havens are both members of the 
18-year-and-younger team and they said 
they’ve had to shift to online formats for 
fundraising. They’ve sold popcorn, pasta 
and other items online, but reaching out 
to people virtually isn’t as effective as 
in-person fundraising, they said.

Levy said anyone wishing to help out 
can reach out at the official OSA Oakleaf 
Knights Youth Cheerleading Facebook 
page or the OSA Oakleaf Knights Cheer 
Instagram. She said that’s a great way to 
keep up with all of the team’s fundraising 
efforts and an easy way to get involved.

“Our girls need help to make this 
dream come true and on that same note, 
we want to let our community know it 
has national championship cheerleaders 
in their county,” Levy said. “Every time we 
show up to a competition, we’re ‘repping’ 
Clay County.”

For Havens and Mott, they’re looking 
for all the help in the world to make this 
dream happen.

“I believe the excitement on the team 
is through the roof right now,” Havens said. 
“This is my first year cheering with Oakleaf 
and it’s the overall team’s first time being 
asked to compete in another state and we 
all want this so bad.

“If we could get some community help, 
we can make [Clay County] proud.”

Mott said this is her third year with 
Oakleaf and eight year overall and she’s 
never seen a team more excited and pre-
pared for something in her cheerleading 
career.

“We’ve never been there, but to be able 
to compete for a championship like this, 
with some of the best teams in the world, 
it would be amazing,” she said.
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For School News 

CLAY COUNTY – The Florida Department 
of Education’s release of the 2019-2020 
graduation rates shows that Clay County 
District Schools has achieved the highest 
graduation rate 
in county history. 
Clay County District 
Schools demonstrat-
ed an increase of 1.5 
percentage points 
from the previous 
year, progressing 
from 91.9% in 2018-
2019 to 93.4% in 
2019-2020.

Since 2003, Clay 
County District Schools has improved its 
graduation rate 34.5 percentage points, re-
affirming that students are better prepared 
to successfully transition to the workforce, 
military or college. The latest release from 
the Florida Department of Education 
also revealed that six of the nine targeted 
subgroups of learners have reached a 

record high, and all subgroups performed 
higher than the state average. While the 
state average in graduation has consis-
tently trended upward in recent years, Clay 
County District Schools has continued to 
remain above the state average and is cur-
rently tied for sixth place among Florida’s 
67 school districts.

Collectively, the results illustrate that 
Clay County District Schools is focused 
on improving the academic wellbeing 
of every learner, Superintendent David 
Broskie said.

“As an educator who has served Clay 
County District Schools for three decades, 
I am extremely proud of what our stu-
dents and educators have been able to 
accomplish together as shown in our new 
graduation rate. There are innumerable 
benefits that accompany the attainment 
of a high school diploma, and the fact 
that our community’s students continue 
to graduate in record numbers can only 
speak to a better and brighter future for 
Clay County,” Broskie said.

Graduation Rates by Subgroup 
 

Once again, Clay County District Schools set record high subgroup data points as African-American, White, Asian, 
At-Risk, ELL (English Language Learners), and Economically Disadvantaged students climbed to an all-time high. 
Also, Clay County District Schools continues to excel above the state average in all nine subgroups. These 
accomplishments are a direct reflection of focus on eliminating the achievement gap in order to create access and 
opportunity for all learners. This information provides evidence that Clay County educators are continuing to 
differentiate instruction for all students with the goal of preparing students to meet grade-level expectations. 
 

Subgroup Grad Rates 2019-20 Clay % Rate 2019-2020 State % Rate Clay vs. State Comparison 

White 92.5% 91.7% +0.8% 

Hispanic 94.6% 89.6% +5.0% 

Black 94.7% 86.6% +8.1% 

Two/Three Races 95.0 90.5% +4.5% 

Asian 98.9% 98.0% +0.9% 

At-Risk Students 87.0% 79.6% +7.4% 

Students with 
Disabilities 

87.4% 82.6% +4.8% 

English Lang. 
Learners 

91.5% 86.9% +4.6% 

Econ. Disadvantaged 89.4% 86.9% +2.5% 
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Graduation Rates of Subgroups

 
Subgroup Grad Rates 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 18-19 vs. 19-20 

White 84.8% 87.8% 90.0% 90.6% 92.5% +1.9% 

Hispanic 84.4% 88.4% 91.0% 96.1% 94.6% -1.5% 

Black 82.2% 88.7% 91.1% 92.9% 94.7% +1.8% 

Two/Three Races 86.1% 89.9% 94.5% 95.6% 95.0 -0.6% 

Asian 98.6% 97.7% 98.6% 97.6% 98.9% +1.2% 

At-Risk Students 71.7% 77.4% 78.3% 81.2% 87.0% +5.8% 

Students with Disabilities 66.4% 74.3% 82.3% 87.7% 87.4% -0.3% 

English Lang. Learners 72.0% 79,3% 77.5% 87.0% 91.5% +4.5% 

Econ. Disadvantaged 77.8% 81.8% 85.5% 86.9% 89.4% +3.5% 

 
 
To view the state graduation rates, visit the PK-12 Public School Data Publications and Reports on the Florida 
Department of Education’s website. 
 

 
### 

 
  

Clay's graduation rate of 
93.4% climbs to sixth in State 

David Broskie
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Board moves closer to re-districting
The image on the left represents the current boundary, with the green representing the neighborhoods that are districted for Oakleaf High, and the right image with the additional blue shading represents the 
neighborhoods that will be redistricted to Ridgeview High if approved by the school board in March.

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The school board is one 
step closer to finalizing its redistricting 
plans for Oakleaf High, Tynes Elementary 
and Lake Asbury Junior High areas.

The school board met for a workshop 
on Jan. 26 that was followed by a special 
redistricting-focused meeting afterward 
and during the special meeting, it ap-
proved advertisement for all three redis-
tricting plans it has for the district. This 
brings the district’s plans one step closer 
to a full approval because it has been 
officially advertised, the board can vote on 
the plans in March.

“It’s not going to be fun,” board chair 
Mary Bolla said. “Aside from Discovery 
Oaks Elementary, and that’s the first 
school we’ve built in 10 years, for years we 
haven’t really had to re-district and we’ve 
been sort of comfortable and able to say 
everyone’s been happy, but now we have 
to make some tough decisions.”

Those tough decisions have been 
extensively discussed in the past few 
weeks and it even resulted in a town hall 
that happened last where district leaders 
spoke directly to the parents and staff of 
Oakleaf High to answer questions and 
quell concerns.

The Pine Ridge, Fox Meadow, Whisper 
Creek and Two Creeks neighborhoods, 
south of Tynes Boulevard for Two Creeks, 
will be re-districted to Ridgeview High. 
Some of these are existing neighbor-
hoods and some are neighborhoods in 
development and the result is that about 

360 students will move from Oakleaf 
attendance to Ridgeview High. That will 
drop the capacity of Oakleaf High from a 
projected 115% if changes aren’t approved 
to 92%, while Ridgeview High’s population 
increase from 67% to 85%.

This will impact approximately 300 
students beginning the 2021-22 school 
year, according to the district, and trans-
portation already provided to Oakleaf will 
also be provided to Ridgeview. Incoming 
seniors will have the option to remain at 
Oakleaf or move to Ridgeview.

Tynes Elementary re-districting will 

affect the Summer Brook, Branan Mill Plan-
tation and Whisper Creek neighborhoods. 
Those students will change to Coppergate 
Elementary. This will involve about 150 
students and it will keep Tynes at 82% 
population instead of a projected 120%, 
while Coopergate will grow from 74% to 
92%.

The third re-districting is targeted in 
the Lake Asbury area and will involve the 
students from the Wedgefield, Orange Park 
South, Breckenridge, Madison Commons 
and Greenwood Estates neighborhoods 
being moved to Lakeside Junior High. This 
will affect roughly 190 students, which 
would keep Lake Asbury to 64% instead 
of a projected 113%. The change also will 
address future growth in the Lake Asbury 
area. Lakeside’s capacity will grow from 
64% to 80%.

All of the plans will be advertised 
in public places following the approval 
during the Jan. 26 special meeting and 
the board will formally discuss it during its 
regular meeting on Thursday, March 4.

“It’s not going to be fun. Aside from Discovery Oaks 

Elementary, and that’s the first school we’ve built in 10 years, for 

years we haven’t really had to re-district and we’ve been sort of 

comfortable and able to say everyone’s been happy, but now we 

have to make some tough decisions.”
– Mary Bolla, board chair
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Orange Park High became 
the district’s third Community Partnership 
School, which unifies a focus on academics, 
counseling, mentoring, health and more for 
any and all students at the school.

The program represents a 25-year 
commitment from the Children’s Home 
Society and its regional partners in Orange 
Park Medical Center, St. Johns River State 
College, Palms Medical Group and the Clay 
County School District. The school held a 
symbolical ribbon cutting in its cafeteria 
last Friday, Jan. 15. to officially kick off the 
25-year partnership.

“Here at Orange Park High School, we 
have the opportunity to meet the needs 
of 1,600 students,” OPH principal Clayton 
Anderson said. “These students come to 
us from all walks of life and various back-
grounds. This is truly the melting pot of the 
county...and it is imperative that we as ed-
ucators grow with our students and build 
their capacity while building our own.”

Superintendent David Broskie said it 
takes a team effort of teachers in the class-
room and partners outside of the school in 
order to prepare students for what lies be-
yond high school. He said the fact that so 
many of the community members showed 
up to the ceremony and that so much of 
the community is behind the Commu-
nity Partnership School shows that Clay 
County is committed to this idea of helping 
students in not just education, but in every 
facet of their life should they need it.

The chief medical officer of the Orange 
Park Medical Center, Bradley Shumaker, said 
that the hospital’s involvement alongside 
the Palms Medical Group is to ensure that 
students get the medical attention they 
need. “Our involvement is multi factorial 
really,” Shumaker said. “We’ll be helping out 
with everything from basic access to pre-
ventative care and wellness to dental care 
to mental health needs like depression, 
eating disorders, and substance abuse and 
nutritional issues as well. It’s about ensur-
ing these kids have access to the...medical 
attention they might need or want.”

Shumaker said alleviating the health-re-
lated stress off a student’s back can help 
them focus more on their academics, which 
he said beyond actually helping them med-

ically, is the overall goal.
OPH Senior D’Marre Graddock spoke to 

the greatness of his school.
“[The year] 2020 was a difficult year 

and a disappointing one, but I can say 
confidently that Orange Park High School 
has never lost hope for the future. Orange 
Park High School has never lost hope in the 
students and Orange Park high school has 
never lost hope in each other.

“Orange Park High school will continue 
being the cornerstone of diversity (work-
ing) to give students a sound education. 
What I want to see is this high school..take 
our vision and conquer anything that lies 
ahead in the future.”

Children’s Home Society regional 
executive director, Ernest Hamilton, said the 
organization and its partners are dedicated 
to the school, which is why it made a 25-
year commitment.

“In collaboration with our Orange 
Park community, we work to bring the 
right solutions to the right place and to 
the school where kids and their families 
can easily access the help they need to 
succeed,” Hamilton said. “As we celebrate 
the Community Partnership School model 
at Orange Park High School. We are taking 
one significant step forward to empower 
our children and strengthen the future of 
this community.”

Orange Park High becomes Community Partnership School

Orange Park High held a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the status of it as the district’s third Community Partnership School.
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WJCT Public Media launches 
2021PBS Kids Writers Contest
CLAY COUNTY – WJCT Public Media 
this week announced the launch of the 
2021 WJCT PBS Kids Writers Contest. The 
organization will accept entries from Jan. 1 
through March 15.

Starting its 27th year, the annual con-
test invites students in grade K-3 to submit 
their original writing and illustrations. The 
2020 contest collected more than 200 sto-
ries from Florida, Georgi, and other parts 
of the country as far away as California and 
Alaska.

The annual contest is an initiative 
designed to promote the advancement of 
children’s literacy skills through hands-on, 
active learning and is open to any child in 
grades K-3 who writes and illustrates their 
own story.

All writers and illustrators, who enter 
and meet the requirements of the contest, 
will have their work published online at 

wjct.org and receive a certificate. First-, 
second- and third-place awards will be 
presented for stories from each grade 
level; winners will also receive a WJCT 
PBS Kids prize pack, the opportunity to 
create a video reading of their story and an 
invitation to share their story live at Be My 
Neighbor Day on Saturday, May 9. Winning 
stories will be eligible for the People’s 
Choice grand prize, a $100 savings bond.

“WJCT Public Media is proud to provide 
a platform for our youngest neighbors 
to share their unique stories through the 
WJCT PBS Kids Writers Contest,” said David 
McGowan, President and CEO of WJCT. 
“Through this contest, we hope to inspire 
students and their communities to experi-
ence the joy of creativity.”

For more information, including official 
rules and tools to help students create 
their stories, visit wjct.org/writerscontest.

Orange Park’s American Business 
women offer Pat Walker Scholarship
For School News 

ORANGE PARK – The Orange Park Charter 
Chapter of the American Business Wom-
en’s Association is offering a scholarship 
worth $2,000 funded through the Stephen 
Bufton Memorial Educational Fund to a 
deserving area student.

Each year, local chapters of ABWA pro-
vide the scholarships to girl and women 
students who will be attending accredited 
U.S. colleges, universities and community/

vocational schools. Applicants for this 
scholarship must be citizens of the United 
States; residents of Northeast Florida; at-
tending any Florida college or university at 
any grade level in August 2021; and have a 
current GPA of 2.5 or better.

Eligible women interested in applying 
for the scholarship should contact: Lynn 
McCarthy, Scholarship Chair, at lynnmcca-
rthy1@comcast.net, (904) 504-8181 Once 
added to the database by the Scholarship 
Chair, applications must be completed 

online by May 15. The scholarship recipient 
will be notified in July.

SBMEF, ABWA’s national educational 
fund, is one of the most highly respect-
ed grant and scholarship funds in the 
country. For more than 60 years, ABWA has 
helped women achieve their business and 
professional success through educational 
scholarships. Since its inception, more 
than 17,000 women nationwide have 

been awarded more than $17 million in 
scholarships. The Stephen Bufton Memori-
al Educational Fund is a 501 (c) 3 charitable 
trust and public foundation.

It has the same tax status as public 
schools, churches and community funds. 
The fund is listed in the U.S. Internal Reve-
nue Service “Cumulative List of Organiza-
tions” described in Section 170(c) of the IRS 
code of 1954.

Seven local students on 
Valdosta State’s Dean’s List

VALDOSTA, Ga. – Seven former Clay 
County high school graduates earned 
spots on the Dean’s List at Valdosta State 
University for the Fall semester.

They were: Nolan Lowery of Melrose, 
Kyleight Reedy and Timothy Hinson, 
both of Middleburg, Ashley Heichel and 
Julia Higdon of Orange Park and Zachary 
Blankenship and Kiley Amlaw of Fleming 
Island.

To qualify for Dean’s List at VSU, 
students must achieve a semester grade 
point average of 3.50 or higher on nine 
or more semester hours with an insti-
tutional grade point average of 3.00 or 
higher. Developmental studies, transient, 
and graduate students are not eligible for 
Dean’s List status.

Established in 1906, Valdosta State 
University is a premier comprehensive 
university that offers both the extensive 
academic, cultural, and social opportu-
nities of a major university and the small 
classes and close, personal attention of 
smaller institutions.

Burns makes Dean’s List at 
Mercer University

MACON, Ga. – Orange Park’s Maegan 
Burns, a senior in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, was on the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2020 semester at Mercer Univer-
sity. Inclusion on the lists requires students 
to meet rigorous grade-point-average 
standards specific to the college or school 
within the University.

Founded in 1833, Mercer is a dynamic 
and comprehensive center of undergrad-
uate, graduate and professional education. 
The University enrolls more than 9,000 
students in 12 schools and colleges – liber-
al arts, law, pharmacy, medicine, business, 
engineering, education, theology, music, 
nursing, health professions and profession-
al advancement – on Georgia campuses in 
Macon, Atlanta, Savannah and Columbus 

and two regional academic centers in the 
Atlanta metro area.

Pair of Fleming Island 
students on Utah’s Dean’s List

SALT LAKE CITY – Jackson Flynn and 
Kendall MacMillan, both of Fleming Island, 
were among the 9,700 selected to the fall 
Dean’s List at the University of Utah.

Flynn is majoring in Business Admin-
istration; MacMillian is majoring in ballet 
and film and media arts.

The University of Utah is the flagship 
institution of higher learning in Utah. 
Founded in 1850, it serves over 32,000 stu-
dents from across the U.S. and the world.

Green Cove Springs’ Porter on 
Dean’s List at Bucknell

LEWISBURG, Pa. – Bucknell University 
released the dean’s list for outstanding 
academic achievement during the fall 
semester of the 2020-21 academic year, 
including Danielle Porter of Green Cove 
Springs.

A student must earn a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0 to 
receive dean’s list recognition.

Bucknell is a highly selective private 
liberal arts university that offers majors in 
the arts, engineering, humanities, man-
agement, and social and natural sciences, 
along with broad opportunities outside of 
class, to its 3,600 undergraduates.

Adkins earns spot on 
Mercy College’s Dean’s List

TOLEDO, Ohio – Middleburg’s Tiffany 
Adkins, who’s studying for a Bachelor of 
Science in medical imaging, earned a spot 
on the Dean’s List at Mercy College of 
Ohio.

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, a 
student must achieve a grade point av-
erage of 3.3 or higher and be enrolled for 
12 or more credit hours. To be named on 
the Honor’s List, a student must achieve a 
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CALL 1.855.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates.   
For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu. 

FORTIS COLLEGE
700 BLANDING BLVD. SUITE 16 • ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
WAITING 

FOR?
Call today to learn about our  

career education programs in 
Nursing, Practical Nursing, Dental 

Assisting, Medical Assisting, Medical 
Billing & Coding, Surgical Technology 

and Sterile Processing Technician.

New Program

  Practical Nursing
grade point average of 3.3 or higher and 
be enrolled for six-11 credit hours.

Mercy College of Ohio is a Catholic 
institution with a campus in Toledo 
and a location in Youngstown, Ohio. It 
focuses on healthcare and health science 
programs.

Emory & Henry puts 
Silvis on its Dean’s List

EMORY, Va. – Morgan Silvis of Green 
Cove Springs earned a spot on the Emory 
& Henry College Fall 2020 Dean’s list.

To be named to the Dean’s list, stu-
dents must be a full-time student and 
receive a 3.6 GPA for the semester.

Located in the Highlands of Virginia, 
Emory & Henry College has devoted itself 
since 1836 to the belief that education can 
have a transformative effect on an individ-
ual, a place and ultimately the wider world.

Local students earn degrees at 
University of Alabama

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The University of 
Alabama awarded some 2,257 degrees 
during its fall commencement, including 
two students from Clay County.

Mackenzi Dugan of Fleming Island 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Communica-
tion and Information Sciences, while Asja 
Gandy of Middleburg received a Bache-
lor of Science in Human Environmental 
Sciences.

With a beautiful campus, dozens of 
challenging academic programs, expert 
faculty and numerous opportunities for 
service and growth, The University of Ala-
bama is a place where legends are made. 

College 
from page 10

For School News 

The Florida Supervisor of Elections will 
once again be awarding three $1,200 
scholarships to students majoring in Politi-
cal Science, Public or Business Administra-
tion or Journalism/Mass Communication. 
Clay County Supervisor of Elections Chris 
Chambless encourages all eligible stu-

dents to apply.
The scholarship is open to Clay County 

registered voters who have been enrolled 
or accepted in a Florida college or universi-
ty as a full-time student and have finished 
two years of junior college or undergradu-
ate work. To be eligible, the student must 
maintain a “C” average or better and have 
been a resident of Florida for two years 

preceding the academic year. The full 
scholarship guidelines and application are 
available on the ClayElections.gov website 
under “Your Elections Office” tab.

All completed FSE scholarship applica-
tions, along with a resume, two letters of 
recommendations and a statement, must 
be submitted by March 26 to the Clay 
County Elections Office.

The FSE is a statewide, professional or-
ganization representing all 67 Supervisors 
of Elections in Florida with a goal to ensure 
all Florida elections are conducted accu-
rately and remain accessible to all voters.

For more information, visit ClayElec-
tions.gov or call the office at (904) 269-
6350.

Florida elections offices offering three scholarships
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While so much in our world 
has changed, kids haven’t.  
They still want to get outside and play hard. So they may need care for a broken 
bone   — or an illness, like severe stomach pain. 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital is ready with expert emergency and specialty care, 
along with precautions to keep your child safe.

Don’t put their health on hold. 

For wait times and a Wolfson Children’s ER near you, visit wolfsonchildrens.com/ER.

wolfsonchildrens.com/ER
©2021 Baptist Health
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